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Press Council of India
AT 7T, 8, WL WEoETd, @rdr @5, #% fFFed - 110 003
Soochna Bhawan, B-CGO Complex,Lodhi Road, New Delhi - 110 003
824366745-749 Ext. 315, Fax 24368723/726
Email : peibppeomplaint@gmail.com Website ; www.presscouncil.nic.in
File No.14/486-488/14-15/PCI
Dated: 1/9/2014

Managing trustee,
for Consumer Education Pala,
ayam District

r dated 11/8/2074

Reférence: Referen‘!:e your l&
Sir,

Please refer to your abewe quoted communication and kindly note that the Press Council of
Iindia deals with cascs ofibreach of the rocoginized cihical canvns of jouiialisiiv  pivpricty and
'_s power to warn, admeonish or censure Under Sectio __(_1:1(1] of the Press Council Act, 1978
hich reads as follows:

Lo ure .

14(1) “Where, on receipt of a complaint made fo it or otherwise the Council has reason to believe
that a newspaper or news ggency has offended against the standards of journalistic
ethics or public taste or -that an editor or working journalist has committed any
professienal misconduct, the Council may, after giving the newspaper, or news agency,
the editor or jgurnalist concerned an opportunity of being heard, hold an inguiry in such
manner ag mdy be provided by regulations made under this Act and, if it satisfied that it
is necessary so to do, it may, for reasons to be recorded in writing, warn, admonish or
censure the newspaper, the news agency, the editor or the journalist or disapprove the
conduct of the editor or the jowrnalist, as the case may be: ~ .

Provided that the Council may not take cognizance of a comyplaint if in the opnion of the
Chairman, there is no sufficient ground for holding an’ inquiry”

Media such as newspapers/p icals registered with Registrar of Newsnapers for Indis

- is further to inform you tl'?:r(:ss Council of India has jurisdiction only over Print
and news-agencies such as U and PTIL.

+ The Press Council Act also debars the Council from hoiding inquiry into any matter
pending in the Court of Law as per Section 14 (3) or to leok into cases pertaining to
Industrial Disputes Act, 1947. It has no jurisdiction over Electronic Media/Social Media.

V(more information, you may visit our website wwiw. presscouncil.nic.in for Press
Council Act, 1978, Rules & Regulations and Morms of Journalistic Conduct, edition 20010

On receipt of a complaint Under Section 14(1) of the Press Council Act, 1978 in
conformity with the Press Council Procedure for Inquiry Regulations, 1979 (Details of
Regulation 3 given overleaf), the same shall be examined and processed accordingly.

Yaou faithfully,
PO

(K.N_ Pokhriyal)
Sectigh Officer (C-11}
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SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

F.No.EB/1-8/SC/2015
Dated: 07.09.2015
CIRCULAR

The norms for accreditation of the Legal Correspondents in the Supreme
Court of India have been modified/revised in terms of the Minutes of
the Meeting dated 30-07-2015 of the Hon’ble Accreditation Committee
which were approved on 19-08-2015

The accreditation application of any intending applicant/ working
journalist/correspondent will be henceforth considered by the Hon’blr
Accreditation Committee in terms of the said modified/revised norms,
which inter alia also lays down the conditions to be observed by a
working journalist/ correspondent after his accreditation.

Copy of the modified/revised norms, as approved on 19-08-2015, can
be either downloaded from www.supremecourtofindia.nic.in, the official
website of the Supreme Court of India under the heading ‘Notices &
Circulars’ or can be requisitioned from the Registrar (editorial),
Supreme Court of India, be tendering appropriate written request

(sd)

(Rachna Guptha), Registrar (Editorial) Copy to: 1.All the accredited
Correspondents, 2. All Concerned
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NORMS FOR ACCREDITATION OF THE LEGAL
CORRESPONDENTS IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

(As amended vide Minutes of the Meeting of the Hon’ble Accreditation
Committee dated 30.07.15)

REGULAR ACCREDITATION:

Any working journalist/correspondent who desires to regularly report
the Supreme Court proceedings may be eligible to be considered for
regular accreditation by the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India on his
fulfilling the following conditions:-

1.He must have a Law degree recognized by the Bar Council of India
under the Advocates Act

2. He should ordinarily have five years’ continuous regular Court
reporting experience in a daily newspaper and/or a national or
international news agency, immediately prior to the application for
accreditation , of which at least three and a half yeara must be at Supreme
Court or at any High Court(s) in India OR He should ordinarily have
five years’ continuous regular court reporting experience for an
Electronic Media Organization, immediately prior to the application
for accreditation , of which at least two years must be in Supreme Court
or at any High Court(s) in India

3.He has regularly reported the proceedings of the Supreme Court for at
least six months for a daily newspaper/news agency or for an electronic
media organization, on temporary accreditation granted to him and
continues to represent a daily newspaper of not less 40,000 circulation
certified by the Registrar of Newspapers, the Audit Bureau of Circulation
(ABC) or the Director of State Information Bureau or a national or
international news agency or an electronic media organization .

3(A). The applications for regular accreditation shall be placed before
the Accreditation Committee of Hon’ble Judges as constituted by the
Hon’ble the Chief Justice of India. The Hon’ble Chief Justice of India,
for special reasons, may refer to the Hon’ble Supreme Court
Accreditation Committee the case of any deserving candidate for
consideration of according accreditation in relaxation of the rules and
guidelines and on such reference the Accreditation Committee may
advise the Hon’ble Chief Justice of India suitably

4.0n being granted regular /temporary accreditation on the prescribed
application, the legal correspondent so accredited will be issued a identity
card/proximity card.

5. In case, an accredited legal correspondent, regular or temporary, is
transferred or otherwise ceases to represent the newspaper, news agency
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or electronic media organization for which he was granted accreditation,
he shall, within two weeks of such transfer or cessation, return the identity
card/proximity card issued to him by the Supreme Court Registry to the
Registrar (Editorial)

6. TEMORARY ACCREDITATION:

An applicant for temporary accreditation will be eligible for
consideration on his fulfilling the following conditions:

a)

b)

c)

d)

He is working journalist desiring to report regularly the Supreme
Court proceedings and furnishes a letter from his newspaper,
news agency or other media organization concerned to that effect

He posses a Law degree recognized by the Bar Council of India
under the Advocates Act.

The application must be accompanied by an attested copy of
the Law degree.

He should ordinarily have three and a half years’ continuous
regular Court reporting experience in a daily newspaper and/or
a national or international news agency, immediately prior to
the application for accreditation, of which at least 2 years must
be at any High Court(s) in India. Any period or periods of
temporary reporting facility earlier accorded by the Hon’ble
Supreme Court of India to the applicant correspondent shall
also be included in this period of 2 years, subject to the applicant
correspondent furnishing necessary proof in support of his claim
of having been accorded such temporary reporting facility OR
He should ordinarily have three and a half years’ continuous
regular court reporting experience for an Electronic Media
Organization , immediately prior to the application for
accreditation, of which at least one and a half years must be at
any High Court(s) in India. Any period or periods of temporary
reporting facility earlier accorded by the Hon’ble Supreme Court
of India to the applicant correspondent shall also be included
in this period of one and a half years, subject to the applicant
correspondent furnishing necessary proof in support of his claim
of having been accorded such temporary reporting facility.

The application must be supported by clippings showing the
Court reportage for the requisite number of years and a letter
from the Chief Editor certifying the above-mentioned experience
of reportage. Clipping will however not be required, if
experience of Court reporting for a news paper is not claimed
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T 1 (Omitted by amendment made vide Minutes
of the Meeting of Hon’ble Accreditation Committee dated 30.07.2015)

7(A). CONDITIONS TO BE OBSERVED BY A WORKING
JOURNALIST/CORRESPONDENT AFTER HIS ACCREDITATION:

1. An accredited correspondent, regular or temporary shall while
in Court precincts be in a formal dress, in a manner befitting
the décor of the Court and displaying prominently his
accreditation card.

2. Atall times an Accredited Correspondent, regular or temporary
shall maintain decorum in Court and refrain from doing such
things as may disturb the proceedings of the Coiurt and shall
confine to the area prescribed.

3. AnAccredited Correspondent, regular or temporary, shall make
a serious endeavour of reporting a faithful account without any
distortions and embellishments.

8. TEMPORARY REPORTING FACILITY :

The Registrar in his discretion may grant temporary reporting facility
to a working journalist for a day/short duration or for a specific case on
his fulfilling the following criteria:

He must submit a formal letter from the Editor making a specific request
along with his PIB Accreditation Card or Parliament Pass for
correspondents, for being considered for the grant of such temporary
reporting facility.

9. That whenever a press representative who has been accorded
accreditation leaves the Press/Agency/Organization which he is
representing and joins another Press/Agency/Organization, he must not
be extended the privileges of an accredited press representative unless
he seeks fresh accreditation by making appropriate application in
accordance with the norms, to the Registrar (Editorial) who shall place
the same before the Accreditation Committee of Hon’ble Judges as
constituted by Hon’ble the Chief Justice of India.

10. Grant of accreditation will be in sole discretion of the Accreditation
Committee of Hon’ble Judges as constituted by Hon’ble the Chief
Justice of India and its’ decision in this regard shall be final and binding
on all.

11. The accreditation, whether regular or temporary, can be withdrawn
, at any time, without assigning any reason.
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FREEDOM OF THE PRESS

(Extracted from “THE CHANGING LAW” by SIR ALFRED DENNING (May 1953)

It is of course possible for this freedom to be abused. Anxi-
eties were recently aroused lest the press should become the mo-
nopoly of a few private owners who distorted the news and gave a
false picture so as to serve their own ends;but the recent Royal
Commissions reported that"the present degree of concentration of
ownership is not so great as to prejudice the free expression of
opinion or the accurate presentation of news or to be contrary to
the best interest of the public".Even greater anxieties would be
aroused if the State took control of the press,because it would then
be able to prevent criticism of itself,which is the keystone of our
liberties;but it is reassuring that the Royal Commissions said
that"nearly everyone would agree that State control ought not to
be extended to the Press".

The greatest danger at present lies in the fact that the Gov-
ernment Departments are the source of much news and
information;and they are naturally inclined to present it in a
favourable light from their own point of view,or to withhold it if is
is unfavourable;and so the Pres may not have the information on
which to base legitmate criticism.The royal Commission uttered a
warning about this. They said that:if newspapers get out of the habit
of giving their own news and into the habit of taking all or most of
it unquestionably from a Government Department,they are obvi-
ously in some danger of falling into totalitarian paths.Future de-
velopments therefore need to be carefully watched."This vigilance
is a healthy sign that the spirit of our constitution is still making
itself felt so as to see that our liberties are not taken away.
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